
Meet Our CAL Learners 
Monika is originally from Poland and now lives in Waltham.   

Degree/Experience:  Master’s Degree in Political Geography, IT Certificate   

Career Goals:  Secure a position in Customer Service or IT. 

Monika is now volunteering with a local community organization, and has enrolled  

in a Business English certificate program.  

“CAL has given me confidence in my interviewing skills.  I have also learned the  

   value of volunteer work in gaining experience in the U.S.” 

 

Lilian is a native of China who now lives in Acton.   

Degree/Experience: MBA, Business owner and entrepreneur 

Career Goals:  Lilian is interested in working in education; she co-owned a children’s 

training facility in China. 

“This program helped me set goals for my career; the CAL mock interview and  

  networking events helped me prepare to begin a job search.” 

 

 

Alejandro immigrated to the U.S. from Venezuela; he now lives in Medford. 

Degree/Experience:  BS in Electrical Engineering; Owner of auto AC shop 

Career Goals:  Obtain employment as an engineer 

Since creating an active LinkedIn account, Alejandro has been invited to apply for 

several positions, which led to two in-person interviews and a job offer.   

“This program helped me develop a proper U.S. resume and write a cover letter.” 

 

 

Karine is an Arlington resident from France.   

Degree/Experience:  MA in Applied Languages, Teaching Certification 

Career Goals:  Become a teacher in the U.S.; she taught both French and English for 

more than 10 years in France. 

Karen  is in the process of completing her Massachusetts state teaching certification, 

and has two job offers pending from local public school districts.   

“It was important for me to gain real experience through the CAL mock  

  interview and resume review events before launching a U.S. job search.”  

 

Yaqiang came to the U.S. from China; he now lives in Burlington 

Degree/Experience:  Software/ Technology Engineer 

Yaqiang worked for Samsung Research Center in Beijing; he has had several  

interviews with Samsung in the U.S. and is currently waiting on a job offer. 

“CAL gave me a better understanding of U.S. work culture and the application  

   process; this has been helpful to me as I seek a position in my field.” 



 

 

 

 

Support Life Changing Services in your community with a donation to English At Large. 

 

Your Gift of 

$1,000 or $100 per month 

Supports a full year of One-to-One Tutoring for a local immigrant or refugee (learner) who is struggling to 

learn English and acclimate to life in the United States.  

 

 

$500 or $50 per month 

Delivers a full year of training, support and networking opportunities for our volunteer tutors, to connect them 

with a network of peers, acknowledge their efforts and achievements, and guide their ongoing professional 

development. 

 

 

$250 or $25 per month 

Enrolls one English-language learner in a full year of Conversation Groups, which builds vocabulary, imparts 

cultural knowledge and understanding, increases speaking confidence and creates personal networks that  

support full participation in community life. 

 

 

$200 or $20 per month 

Sponsors one new English-language learner in our 16-week Beginner English program, which teaches the  

survival English needed in everyday life. 

 

 

$150 or $15 per month 

Provides access to individualized career-readiness education and support for one English-language learner 

through our Career Access Lab (CAL) program, to help each learner develop the tools, skills and resources 

needed to fully explore the U.S. job market, secure meaningful employment and begin a new career.  

 

 

$100 or $10 per month 

Purchases English-language readers for one Book Group, to encourage a love of reading, ongoing English 

language acquisition and a greater understanding of English composition.  

 

 

$50 – builds our library of resources, to give our volunteers the tools needed to tailor instruction to the goals 

and interests of each learner.   

 

 

$25 – matches a local immigrant or refugee with a volunteer tutor, and starts each learner on a supportive 

pathway to learning and achievement. 


